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No. V. 
COLLECTION OF ANTIQUITIES 

PRESENTED TO 

THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY, 

BY 

WILLIAM T. MULVANY, ESQ., M.E.I.A., 

ON THE PART OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF PUBLIC WORKS IN IRELAND. 



Read January 26, and February 9, 1852. 



As the member of the Board of Public Works in charge of the 
department of Arterial Drainage and Inland Navigation in Ireland, 
I have the honour, on the part of my colleagues and myself, to 
present to the Academy a collection of antiquities obtained in the 
execution of the works by the engineers and other officers of the 
Board. I have also the pleasure to present the private collection of 
antiquities of Mr. B. A. Gray, one of our engineers ; and to exhibit 
a number of articles, the property of private individuals in Strokes- 
town, in the county of Roscommon, which have been lent to me for 
that purpose. 

The operations of the Board of Works in this department, ex- 
tending over a very large portion of the island, have been in progress 
for about nine years, and have cost, up to the present time, about 
£ 1 ,458,000 ; and, besides the accomplishment of the direct objects of 
improved agriculture and trade, for which they have been promoted, 
these operations are full of interest to the scientific man, as re- 
gards various hydraulic and hydrodynamic questions, and the re- 
lations between the fall of rain and discharge of water from diffe- 
rent areas of country of different characters ; full of interest to the 
geologist, from the secrets of nature which, whether in her ancient 
or more modern laboratory, are laid bare by the deep cuts through 
strata of various formations in the lowest valleys in the country ; 
and, finally, full of interest to the antiquary, who through their aid 
finds the beds of deep rivers and lakes laid dry for the first time, 
the shoals dried and cut through, which, before bridges were 
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thought of or ferries used, formed not only the fords in time of 
peace, but the contested passes of the country in time of war. In 
the bars and shoals of our rivers and lakes are exposed, at dif- 
ferent depths, the weapons and instruments of various ages and 
conditions of society, from the most ancient to our own time. 

It was early anticipated, and indeed proved by experience in 
the works carried on for the improvement of the Shannon, that the 
arterial drainage works would afford opportunities rarely possessed 
for obtaining antique remains from places under water, which re- 
mains, if faithfully described, would be useful adjuncts to our local 
history ; and the attention of the engineers in charge was repeatedly 
called to the system adopted by the Board of Works, and to the ne- 
cessity of preserving and describing everything that should be found. 

Whilst many things have been saved for the Academy, I regret 
to acknowledge the conviction, that a still larger portion has been 
lost, the workmen having been frequently encouraged to break 
through our rules by traders in antiquities, and by individuals de- 
sirous of making private collections, who neglect, or are generally 
unable, to describe correctly the place where the articles were ob- 
tained. Were this done, the Academy might still hope, in time, 
to recover many of the missing articles ; but it is to be feared now 
that, owing to this neglect, we should only become possessed of nu- 
merous duplicates, wanting in the essential matter of historic in- 
terest — their identification with locality. 

In November last, owing to the recent discovery of antiquities 
in the artificial islands found in several loughs laid dry or lowered by 
the drainage -operations, we felt strongly the necessity of getting to- 
gether the articles that had been collected. On the part of our Board 
I then wrote a circular to the several engineers in charge of the 
drainage works ; the following extracts from that letter will briefly 
show the principles by which we were influenced, and on which the 
engineers have acted, in forwarding the collections then made : — 

" We are anxious to get up all the antiquities which have been 
collected by the several drainage engineers, according to the ar- 
rangements and instructions issued by us, in order that a collection, 
to be called ' The Drainage of Ireland Collection,' may be deposited, 
for security and public inspection, in the Royal Irish Academy, 
where it will be added to the collection made by the Shannon 
Commissioners." 

" An object of great importance is to have the antiquities iden- 
tified with the locality where they were found, and we therefore 
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wish to have attached to each thing found a card, with a descrip- 
tion on one side of the place where found, name of townland, parish, 
barony, and county, and the name of the engineer by whose care 
and attention it has been collected ; and on the other side of the 
card a description of the precise locality, the material in which 
imbedded, its depth, allusion to other antiquities found with it, 
and such other matters of interest as occur to you to record. With 
these views, and especially that of identification with the locality, 
as in a very remarkable and permanent way illustrating the local 
and general history of the country, you will readily perceive the 
importance of collecting and forwarding everything found, even 
though there be several of the same kind ; as, looking forward to a 
classification in localities, they will illustrate the universality or 
otherwise of certain practices, and confirm or confute historical 
manuscripts, poems, &c. If with the articles collected you will, in 
addition to the cards, forward a letter or brief paper descriptive of 
them, with a catalogue, and any facts, opinions, or traditions con- 
nected with the neighbourhood where they have been found, you 
will confer additional advantage on the public ; and care will be 
taken to have your paper recorded, and its statements brought 
before the Academy. In cases where islands of artificial construc- 
tion, raths, or other works, have been discovered or cut into, 
descriptive drawings and sections will be of the greatest importance, 
and you are requested to forward them." 

" You will understand this letter as referring also to all officers 
in your department who may have collected any such articles, and 
with whom I may have omitted to communicate. It is so palpably 
better for the interest of all that the articles found should be depo- 
sited in a great national museum, with the names of the collectors 
recorded, than to have a few scattered articles possessed hy indivi- 
duals, and ultimately lost, — it is so clearly our duty as public offi- 
cers to have the collection so deposited, — that I place entire reliance 
in your using your influence to collect and forward everything that 
has and shall be found." 

To that circular there has been a cheerful and satisfactory re- 
sponse on the part of the engineers who have been successful in 
making collections ; and I now proceed to present the collections 
received, and to furnish such information as has been afforded. 

[Mr. Mulvany then exhibited the antiquities presented {vide 
pages liii to lxvi.) and read the following extracts from letters 
received in reply to his circular.] 

c2 
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[From Mb. Richard A. Gray.] 

" Drainage Office, Kiknegad, 
"December!, 1851. 

" Dear Sir, — I herewith forward to you a case containing 
forty-four specimens of Irish antiquities, principally of a warlike 
character, obtained from the excavations connected with the im- 
provement of the Boyne and Deel rivers, in the counties of Meath, 
Westmeath, Kildare, and King's County. 

" In addition, I beg to add twenty-five from my own collection, 
which I will feel obliged by your presenting to the Academy, and 
at the same time decline your offer to reimburse my expenses 
incurred in obtaining the articles belonging to the Drainage col- 
lection. 

" Amongst the Drainage articles is an iron two-edged sword, 
No. 1, on which, inlaid with gold, are represented six female 
figures, bearing banners ; there are three on either side, corre- 
sponding exactly in position and size, each four inches in length, 
and extending along the blade. It was found imbedded in bog, 
close to a ford across the Deel, connecting the lands of Derrymore 
and Riversdale, in the county of Westmeath. It probably belonged 
to the time of Hugh De Lacy, in the twelfth century. 

" An iron weapon, No. 6, of a compound character, was found 
near the castle of Donore, imbedded in gravel and sand, about two 
feet under the bed of the river. Along with it was found a short 
sword, with ornamental guard, labelled No. 12 ; and a battle-axe, 
No. 5, in the same place, imbedded in alluvial deposit, beside the 
river. 

" These weapons probably belonged to the Scots, who, with 
Robert and Edward Bruce, were encamped near Trim, under cover 
of a wood (Longwood?), in the spring of 1317. The first-named 
weapon I have seen no duplicate of, nor any description more than 
a drawing in Meyrick's Ancient Armour (vol. i. plate 28), repre- 
senting weapons used in 1312. 

" The sword with the ivory handle, No. 4, was found below 
Stoneyford Bridge, in the side-cutting of our excavations ; it was 
lying on the gravel (formerly the bed of the river), and covered 
with alluvial deposit four feet in depth. It belonged to one of the 
volunteers of 1779. 

" The other sword, No. 2, is a yeomanry sword of 1798. 
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No. 3, with the brass handle, marked with the initials B. T. 9, was 
found about a mile above Clonard. I think it likely that it be- 
longed to some of Lieutenant Tyrrell's corps who defended Clo- 
nard in 1798 ; or perhaps to the besiegers of Tycroghan Castle, in 
1641. 

" The key, No. 13, was given to me by Mr. Ledwich of Kil- 
rathmurry, adjoining Clonard, and was found in some excavations 
about his farm buildings. 

" One of the, iron swords, No. 32, was found in the Little 
Boyne, near Kinnefad Castle ; and the other, No. 7, beside the rath 
of Clonard. The remains of a small bucket, presented to the Aca- 
demy by Dr. Barker some time since; a brass pot; and some small 
swords, &c, were found in the same portion of the works, and dis- 
posed of by the men without my knowledge. 

" The large bronze blade, No. 14, and two others like it; the 
iron dirk, No. 9, and another like it, in better preservation ; the 
iron spear, No. 21 ; bronze do., Nos. 22 and 23 ; and the ornament, 
No. 18, were found, nearly all together, a mile below Stoneyford, 
on the Boyne River, at which point no ford is described on any of 
the published maps ; nor is it spoken of by tradition, although it 
must have been well known, as both bronze and iron weapons were 
found more plentifully here than at any other place above Trim. 
Indeed, with the exception of this point and Donore, very few anti- 
quities have been found along the course of the Boyne works ; at 
the last-named place no bronzes were discovered. 

" The bone dirk, No. 15, was found a quarter of a mile below 
Clonard, and with it some stone spear-heads, of about nine inches 
in length, and half-an-inch in thickness. These were taken away 
by the men, to be used as hones ; and I could not recover any of 
them. From all I could learn, I believe they were made of clay- 
slate ; there were no other weapons got near them ; they were 
"under about four feet of sand, and seven feet below the surface of 
the land ; and from the existence of the bar at the quarry, or rocky 
shoal, at Moneymore, a couple of miles down the river, they must 
have been lost in water ; and it is likely the entire valley was sub- 
merged at the time, as the quarry commanded a level of four feet 
over where they were discovered. 

" It will be seen by examining the labels attached to the diffe- 
rent articles, that very few, comparatively speaking, were obtained 
from the Deel ; and those two, Nos. 29 and 30, present a great con- 
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trast with the rest, both as to material and workmanship ; and if 
we are to judge of their ages from those circumstances, No. 30 
must be very ancient. 

" Respecting the specimens presented from my own collection, 
I regret I can give little valuable information, as that received from 
the persons I got them from may not be correct, and was confined 
in most cases to the name of the locality where they were obtained ; 
however, such as it is, I have marked it on each. 

" It may be interesting to know, that the large sword, No. 37, 
was found in the same townland as seven golden balls already in the 
Academy, viz. Tumna, in the county of Roscommon. 

' ' I can form no opinion as to what the two tubes, Nos. 43 and 44, 
are ; but the smaller one contains a piece of timber, which was in it 
when found, and which fitted it completely. 

" I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

" Richard A. Gray. 
" William T.3Tulvany,J3sq., Com- 
missioner of Public Works, 
Custom-house, Dublin." 



[Memorandum to accompany the Antiquities sent byMx.Ti'RkSER.'] 

" Castlebernard District. 

" Some of the antiquities found in this district were got in the 
valley of the Camcor River ; the others in the valley of the Pass 
Stream, a small tributary of the former. 

" The greater part of the valley is composed of alluvium brought 
down from the Slievebloom Mountain. As a proof of the great 
extent to which the alluvium has been deposited, even within a 
comparatively recent period, may be instanced the finding of the 
remains of a small mill, imbedded in the sand and gravel, at the 
junction of the Kilmaine River with the Camcor. Portions of the 
walls were found, forming an irregular figure about 13 feet by 1 1. 
In one end was found what appeared to be the opening for the axle 
of the water-wheel ; and just opposite to it, on the outside, the 
timber-head stock framing for the support of the gudgeon. The 
top of this framing, and consequently the axle of the wheel, was 
about nine feet below the present surface of the land. This old 
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mill was right in the way of the new channel; and Mr. Byrne, who 
saw the walls before they were removed, says the whole structure 
was of a most rude construction. 

" The discovery of the remains of ancient mills beneath the pre- 
sent surface of the land is not unusual in Ireland, but I have never 
heard of any being found so deeply imbedded as were the remains 
of this one. 

" Articles, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. — The two axes, the crook, and 
spear-heads were found in the fissures of the limestone rock at 
Syngefield ; they were covered with about one foot in depth of in- 
durated gravel. 

" The spear-head, No. 3, differs from the one, No. 4, in having 
a well-defined spine, but both are of the ordinary kind. 

" No. 6. — The piece of sword-blade has nothing peculiar about 
it. Indeed it is very strange that a greater number of comparatively 
modern implements of war were not found near Birr, considering 
the many engagements, skirmishes, and sieges which took place 
about that town and neighbourhood, particularly between the adhe- 
rents of James II. and William III. 

" No. 7 — The horse-shoe is quite a puzzle to me. From the 
position of the nails, the convex side must have been towards the 
ground. Whether it was the general form used at the time, or whe- 
ther it was made to suit a particular form of foot, or particular 
service, I cannot tell. 

" No. 8. — The skull. The hole in this skull is like what would 
be made by a pistol bullet. 

" These eight articles were found in the valley of the Camcor 
Proper ; the remainder were found in the valley of the Pass Stream. 

" Just above the Pass Bridge, at the east end of Droughtville 
Demesne, is a marsh called the Muddy Lake on the Ordnance Map, 
hut by the people the Island Lough. On the north side of this 
marsh there is a small island, on which are the remains of Kiltubrid 
Castle. Between the castle and mainland, on the north side, there 
is an ancient causeway, about 100 yards in length. Our new chan- 
nel crossed this causeway, within thirty yards of the castle. In 
the excavation we found several large pieces of oak timber, that 
had evidently been framed together, as the mortices were tolerably 
perfect. From their position in the old causeway, and the lowest 
part of the marsh being at that place, they were evidently part of 
the drawbridge. Here, too, we found the articles 10, 11, 12, and 
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]3. Off No. 10 a part of the timber handle has been broken since 
we got it,— observe the ornament at the end of the handle. 

" No. 12. — The pan. This appears to be neither brass nor the 
ordinary bronze ; it is, I believe, what is called white bronze. It 
was evidently used on the fire, but there is no trace of a handle. 

" No. 13 The coins. Three are of the reign of Charles I. ; two 

of Elizabeth ; the others I cannot decipher. Two of them most 
defaced were most probably worn as ornaments hung from a chain ; 
I infer this from the small hole in each of them. 

" No. 14. — The two brooches were found in the townland of 
Droughtville, about twelve inches under the surface. 

" BoRRIS-TN-OssORY DISTRICT. 

" The antiquities from this district were nearly all found in the 
valley of the Nore, on the north side of the town of Borris-in- 
Ossory. 

" The bronze swords, 1, 2, 3, 4; the iron spear-heads, 5 and 7 ; 
the swords, 6 and 8 ; with the three skulls, 13, 14, 15, — were all found 
at Kildrinagh Ford, on the bed of the old river, and within the space 
of forty-four yards. They were resting on the hard gravel bed of 
the old river, with about one foot of loose material over them. 

" On the south side of the river is the townland of Peafield 
(originally named, I believe, Shangownagh) ; near to the river are 
the remains of a fine rath ; and on the other side, in the townland 
of Kildrinagh, are the remains of another rath, of even a more im- 
portant character. At this part of the river, and nearly in a line 
between these forts, was the ford of Kildrinagh. 

" Some time before our works reached this ford, I ascertained 
the tradition respecting a great battle that had been fought there; 
some said between the Irish and the Danes, the former being posted 
on the north side, the latter on the south side of the river, where 
there are the remains of extensive entrenchments, still called ' Danes' 
Fort.' Others said the battle was fought long before the Danes 
came to Ireland ; but all agreed that a battle had taken place, and 
that Kildrinagh Ford was the scene of the greatest slaughter. I 
gave particular directions to have the excavations at this place 
carefully watched, and the result was the finding of the antiquities 
described here. 

" Just at the ford were found the remains of a bridge of black 
oak timber, some of the pieces still framed together. The remains 
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of this bridge were rather under the land, on the north side of the 
river, as though the latter had slightly changed its course. 

" It may at first appear strange that so slight a covering as one 
foot was over these swords, considering the length of time they 
must have lain there ; but it must be remembered that they were 
found lying on the hard gravel ford, where deposit of loose mat- 
ter very seldom takes place, 

" The edges of the bronze swords are now a good deal hacked ; 
this was not the case when they were found ; their edges were then 
quite even and sharp. They were hacked by the men and others 
before they came into my possession. The longest of the bronze 
swords had the rivets in the handle when they were found ; they 
fell out, and were lost. 

" In two of these swords the handle and blade formed one cast- 
ing; in the other two the handles are attached. I do not think the 
process of attaching the handles can be called welding, for there ap- 
pears to have been no fusion of the metal. It appears to have been 
effected by inserting the blade in a slit in the handle, and then 
beating the sides of the handle over the blade. In one case the 
roughness appears to have been filed or ground off. The edges are 
beautifully formed, and very hard. It is now generally believed 
that this fine hard edge was given by cold hammering. 

" Believing these swords to be of greater antiquity than the pe- 
riod of the Danes' invasion, or that of the general use of iron, I 
doubted the fact of the bronze and iron weapons being found 
together, but the men were positive about it. Still considering 
their being found at a ford, and the many engagements that have 
taken place at various periods in this part of the country, it is 
yet doubtful whether they were dropped in the Nore at the same 
time. 

" The skein or knife, No. 9, and the skull, No. 10, were found 
close together, in the townland of Clashnamuck, in the old river, 
about quarter of a mile above Kildrinagh Ford. 

"The spearhead, No. 11, and the iron helmet, No. 12, were 
found in the same townland, in the bed of the old river, in mud, 
about three feet below the surface of the land. 

" The spear-head, No. 16, was got in the bed of the river, under 
the mail-coach road bridge, in loose gravel and mud. The Nore 
did not occupy this position in former times ; its course was altered 
when the present road was made. 
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" The bronze ring, No. 17, was found lying upon the gravel, 
with four feet of peat over it. I can give you no idea of the use 
of it. 

« (Signed), 

" William Fraser. 
"January 17, 1852." 



[From Mr. Klasen, as to the Crannog at Cloonfinlough, King's 

County ~\ 

" Cloonfinlough, a small lake, the area of which is about 200 
acres, is situated three miles from the river Blackwater (the main 
channel of the Derry holmes district), and about two from Clonmae- 
noise, or the Seven Churches, King's County. By the sinking of 
the Goulan tributary the water of this lake was lowered about six 
feet ; and near the south-west end, on Tullabeg site, a small island 
was laid bare ; it was nearly circular, and about seven yards in 
diameter. This island had not been visible, even in the dryest 
seasons, during the recollection of a man of the name of Connor, 
who has lived adjoining the lake for the last ninety-eight years. 
On digging up the island, it was found to have been evidently of 
artificial construction, the natural bottom being very thin bog- 
stuff, on which long logs of bog-oak and fir had been laid, and on 
these a layer of stones of different sizes, but generally about the 
dimension of a man's head ; on the stones was a thick deposit of 
mud, bog-stuff, and decomposed dung (left by wild fowl), inter- 
spersed with sticks, &c. Accompanying the whole was a rough 
sort of stockade, or row of oak piling, all under water ; each pile 
measured about eight inches in diameter. The centre of the island 
was about two feet higher than the exterior. On the north side, 
about two feet from the surface, were discovered a few small Hags, 
placed as a sort of pavement or hearth ; and on the same were about 
300 bullets, mostly of the size of musket-balls, but varying to that 
of small pistol- bullets. A quantity of bad castings and broken 
pieces of lead were also found, showing that the bullets had been 
cast on the spot, and many of them in bad moulds. Near the centre 
of the island was found a brass tube, with a small flange at one 
end ; the whole about two feet long, and originally straight, one- 
third of an inch in diameter, and supposed to have belonged to a 
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still. On excavating the centre, the remains of a cask were found, 
which, to judge from the size of the hoops, must have been of con- 
siderable size ; the hoops were of ash, and the staves and bottom 
of oak. A variety of bones, apparently horses' teeth, and bones of 
sheep, goats, or deer, were got, as also a piece of a skull. 

" Tradition says that a large sum of money is buried here, and 
several persons have dug for it, but, as far as I am aware, without 
success ; no coin was found by us. There is also a report that a 
large silver bell, formerly belonging to the Seven Churches, was 
thrown from the island, and lies buried at the bottom of the lake. 

" I send some of the bullets, a piece of the tube, a small spear, 
and the piece of the skull found. 

" P. J. Klasen, 
" District Engineer, Ferbane. 

"January 19, 1852." 



[From Mr. S. U. Roberts.] 

" Drainage Office, Gawav, 
"January 19, 1852. 

" My dear Sir, — In accordance with the instructions contained 
in your letter of 27th November last, I forward this day, by rail- 
way, a box containing all the antiquities collected in the course of 
the execution of the works under my superintendence, labelled with 
a description of the locality, &c, where they were found, as di- 
rected by you. I annex a catalogue of the articles, which were 
found in every instance at or near Galway, in the channel of the 
Eiver Corrib. 

" I regret that the collection is not a larger one, and more wor- 
thy of admission into the national collection of antiquities, though 
care has been taken to preserve every relic of antiquity which has 
been found. 

" The small number of antiquities may, in a great measure, be 
ascribed to the rapid flow of the river, as it formerly existed, at the 
shoals, where our excavations have been carried on. By this means 
many objects of antiquarian interest have probably been carried 
into the deep water adjacent, or into the sea. It is, however, to be 
hoped that our works of clearing up the navigation channel through 
the lake, during the approaching season, may disclose some remains 
of antiquarian interest. 
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" It is reported by the boatmen of the lake that a canoe, forty 
feet in length, made of the trunk of a tree hollowed out, is sunk in 
the lake, opposite Annadown. This, when our operations in its 
vicinity shall be in progress, I will, should it be your wish, make 
it my object to recover. 

" With reference to the fact,* that so few remains of the wea- 
pons or utensils of the ancient Irish have been discovered in this 
neighbourhood, I would observe, that few or none of the ornaments, 
weapons, or utensils of gold and bronze, of beautiful workmanship, 
which are so frequently met with in other parts of Ireland, have 
been found here, within the limits of my observation. This cir- 
cumstance would seem to mark a formerly existing inferiority of 
population and civilization in this province, as compared with the 
eastern and central portion of our island. 

" I am, my dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

" (Signed), Samdel Boberts. 
" W. T. Mulmny, Esq." 



* [In this observation there are strong grounds for believing that Mr. Ro- 
berts is mistaken. I find in the Annals of the Four Masters, for the year 
1 178, the following record : 

" The Eiver Galliv was dried up for a period of a natural day; all the 
articles that had been lost in it from remotest times, as well as its fish, were 
collected by the inhabitants of the fortress, and the people of the country in 
general." 

Again, in 1191, in the Annals of Kilronan : 

" The River Galliv was dried up this year; and there was a hatchet 
found in it, measuring a hand, from one point to the other ; and there was a 
spear found in it, measuring three hands and three fingers in breadth, and a 
hand from the shoulder in length." — See O'Donovan's Annals of the Four 
Masters, note under year 1199. 

O'Flaherty, in his Iar-Connaught, also states that the river became sud- 
denly dry on Tuesday, 7th September, 1647; and again on the 23rd Feb- 
ruary, 1684, during the continuance of a great frost. 

These statements are quite reconcileable with the nature of the district. 
The large lakes acting as reservoirs, and the probable stoppage of some of 
the cavernous passages from Lough Mask and other parts of the Catchment 
Basin, coupled with the discharging powers of the cavernous passages of 
Terryland or Castlegar, above the town of Galway, might produce the re- 
sult ; whilst, owing to the existence of Lough Corrib and its expanse, there 
are in reality no deposits carried down by the river to cover any things that 
had been lost. — W. T. M.I 
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[Mn. Thomas J. Mulvany's Memoranda relative to Artificial or 
Stockaded Islands in the Counties of Leitrim, Cavan, and 
Monaghan.~\ 

" Twenty-five of these islands have already been observed in the 
progress of the Drainage operations now being carried on in the 
above-named counties, viz. : 



IN THE COUNTY OF LEITRIM. 



District of 

Ballinamore and 

Ballyconnell. 



District of Eslin. 



{ 



Drumaleague Lough, 2 

Lough Scur, 2 

[ Castlefore Lough, 1 

I St. John's Lough, 4 

" Loughtown Lake, 1 

Aghakilconnell Lough, 1 

Funshinagh Lough, 1 

Lough Mac Hugh, 2 

Cloonbo Lough 2 

Cloonfinnan Lough, 1 

Cloonboniagh Lough, 1 

Cloonturk Lake, 2 
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District of 

Lough Oughter 

and Gowna. 



IN THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 



Lough Aconnick, 1 

Derreskit Lough, 1 

_ 2 



District of 
Leesborough. 



IN THE COUNTY OF MONAGHAN. 

/ Leesborough Lake. 



( Kilmore Lake, 2 

_ 3 
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" These are all the islands that have been as yet ascertained to 
be constructed artificially ; but there are several others now visible 
in some of the lakes of Cavan and Leitrim, which have all the ap- 
pearance of belonging to the same class, but which have not yet 
been actually examined, in consequence of want of time, and in 
some cases of the difficulty of reaching them, there being no boats 
on many of the lakes. 
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" The cases that have been particularly examined are those in 
Drumaleague Lough, Lough Scur, Loughtown Lake, and Leesbo- 
rough Lake. These have been carefully measured and examined on 
the surface, and in most instances cuts have been made across the 
centre of the island, for the purpose of ascertaining its interior con- 
struction. In most of the other cases mentioned in the list, the 
surface merely has been examined, and the dimensions of the in- 
closure measured. 

" The general features of construction are very much alike in 
all these islands : 

" 1st. They are surrounded by stakes, driven generally in a cir- 
cle from sixty to eighty feet in diameter ; but in some cases the 
inclosure is larger, and of an oval shape, as for instance, that in 
Loughtown Lake, which is 120 feet from east to west, and 100 feet 
from north to south ; and one of those in Lough Mac Hugh, which 
measures 118 feet in one direction, and seventy-four feet in another. 

" 2nd. These outside stakes are generally of oak, from four to 
nine inches in diameter ; sometimes driven in a single row, some- 
times double, and in some cases, as that of island No. 1, in Druma- 
league Lake, of which a sketch plan is given in drawing 2, fig. 1, the 
stakes are found in single row in parts of the island, and in double 
or treble rows, or clusters, in other parts. The island in Loughtown 
Lake differs from the others in being surrounded by a mass of 
stakes upwards of fifteen feet wide, and rather inclined towards the 
centre of the island. 

" 3rd. The portions of the stakes remaining in the ground are 
evidently the lower ends of young trees, or of branches of large 
trees, which were stuck down just as they grew in the wood ; the 
thicker end downwards, and bearing the marks of the hatchet by 
which they were felled. A considerable length of these stakes 
must, therefore, have projected over the ground ; and they may 
probably have been joined together by horizontal branches, inter- 
laced so as to form a screen, well calculated to serve for shelter or 
defence. All the portions of the stakes which were above ground 
have been destroyed by time.; but the portions remaining below 
ground, particularly where the stratum is pure peat, are generally 
very sound at the heart, and have become as black as the oak usu- 
ally found in bogs. 

" 4th. The surface within the staked inclosure is usually covered 
over with a layer or two of round logs, cut into lengths of from 
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four to six feet, over which are found more or less stones, clay, and 
gravel. In some cases, where the foundation is very soft, as in 
island No. 2 of Drumaleague Lake, of which a section is given 
in drawing 2, fig. 2, the layers of timber are very deep. In other 
cases, where the ground is naturally firm, as in island No. 1 in the 
same lake, the platform of timber is confined to a portion of the 
island. See the plan of this island in drawing 2, fig. 1. 

" 5th. In almost every case a collection of flat stones has been 
found near the centre of the inclosure, having marks of fire on them, 
and apparently having served as a hearth. In the island No. 2 of 
Drumaleague Lake there were three of these hearths found in dif- 
ferent parts of the inclosure. 

" 6th. Considerable quantities of bones are generally found 
upon or around the island, being apparently those of deer, black 
cattle, and hogs ; the skulls of the cows being long and narrow, 
with very short horns. 

" 7th. In almost every case one or more pairs of quern stones 
have been found within the inclosure. 

" 8th. In many cases pieces of oak-framing have been found, 
with mortices and cheeks cut in them. Some of these, such as 
what were found on island No. 2 of Drumaleague (see drawing 3, 
fig. 3), appear to have been portions of an ordinary door-frame ; 
but others, such as those found on the island in Lough Scur and 
in Loughtown Lake (see drawing 3, figs. 1 and 2), are portions of 
a heavy frame, the use of which does not appear so evident. 

" These structures were generally covered with water, and only 
discovered when the surface of the lake in which they lie was 
lowered in the course of the operations connected with the drainage 
of the adjacent land. In some cases a small portion of the centre 
of the island was visible when the lake happened to be at its low 
summer level, but seldom attracted any particular attention, being 
looked upon as merely the top of a shoal. The surfaces of many 
of these inclosures, however, were found to be two or three feet 
below the summer level of the water ; and one of those in Druma- 
league Lake yt as Jive feet under water. 

" The streams which form the outlets from many of these lakes 
run through strata of alluvial deposit and peat, in which great 
quantities of timber are to be found ; and the inference appears to 
be natural, that the level of the lake has risen subsequently to the 
formation of the islands, and very probably in consequence of the 
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destruction of extensive woods which grew along the shores, and 
the debris of which, accumulating at the outlet of the lake or swamp, 
gradually raised the level of the water. 

" If this explanation be correct, it obviously places the date of 
construction of these islands at a very remote period. 

" In some cases, however, the only outlet from the lake was a 
stream with a rocky bed ; and in such cases, the fact of the islands 
having become submerged can only be accounted for by supposing 
that the weight of the water-soaked timber, the clay, stones, and 
other heavy materials placed on the surface, produced a gradual 
subsidence of the soft bottom on which it was constructed ; and 
the same line of reasoning will of course be applicable, in some 
degree, to all the other cases. 

" In most instances there appears to have been nothing known 
about these islands by the people living in the vicinity. At St. 
John's Lake, in the county of Leitrim, where portions of the islands 
were occasionally dry at very low states of the water, they appear 
to have attracted some notice ; and I am told that there is a tradi- 
tion in the neighbourhood, that they were used at some remote 
period for the illicit grinding of corn, though I am not aware when 
or under what circumstances the making of meal was prohibited. 
In Loughtown Lake a portion of the island was always exposed to 
view ; and it is believed by the persons in the neighbourhood that 
it was, about a hundred years ago, a place of refuge for robbers, 
who had it all fenced in, and a wooden house on it. 

" The cases that have come to my knowledge of any metal ar- 
ticles being found on these islands are very few. Mr. Coe, who 
examined the island in Leesborough Lough, mentions that there was 
found on it an iron skein or long knife, seventeen inches long, in- 
cluding four inches of that part which must have fitted into a 
wooden handle, the blade being thirteen inches long, one and a 
quarter inches wide at the handle, and a quarter of an inch thick 
at the back, tapering towards the point. 

" In the island in Aghakilconnell Lough, in the Eslin district, 
three iron pots were found, one of them of a triangular shape. And 
in one of the islands in St. John's Lake were found three silver 
coins, which I have forwarded with the collection of drainage anti- 
quities, and which appear to me to be of the reign of Edward I. I 
have seen an impression taken from a coin found, as I understand, 
on a similar island, near Strokestown, in the county of Roscommon, 
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and which is precisely the same as one <of the coins above men- 
tioned. 

" If the coins be, as I presume, of the reign of Edward I., it 
would lead to the conclusion, that the islands were in use at the 
close of the thirteenth or beginning of the fourteenth century. 
The finding of a stray coin or two furnishes, certainly, but slender 
grounds for arriving at a conclusion in a matter of this sort ; yet 
there are circumstances connected with the history of the particular 
period to which these coins refer us, which seem to render it not at 
all improbable that these inclosed islands were constructed as places 
of shelter, defence, and refuge. 

" There can be no doubt that, about the year 1330, when Donald 
O'Neil, King of Ulster, wrote to Pope John XXII., as to the suf- 
ferings of the Irish, the lands round the lakes where these islands 
have been found, as well as the greater portion of the adjacent 
country, were covered with wood, while many of the lakes them- 
selves were little better than marshes. And supposing the natives 
to have been driven to those woods and marshes for refuge, it is 
very natural that they should form encampments of the nature of 
these inclosed islands, to protect themselves from their enemies. 
The woods also furnished them, probably, with abundance of deer, 
hogs, and other animals, which served them for food, and the bones 
of which are found in such quantities about these islands ; and the 
querns would, of course, be in requisition for grinding any corn 
they could convey to the islands. 

" In those cases where the islands are found at a considerable 
distance from the shore of the lake, and surrounded by deep water, 
the means of communication with the shore must have been by a 
raft or boat In Drumaleague Lake a canoe was found (of which 
a drawing is given, No. 4), imbedded in the mud on the shore 
opposite one of the islands, and about as deep below the level of 
the surface of the lake as the island itself. It was eighteen feet 
long, cut out of a solid oak tree, and was in tolerable preservation 
when found, but fell to pieces after being some time exposed to the 
air. In other cases, where the islands are in shallow water, and 
near the verge of the lake, the communication may have been by 
means of a gangway of timber, a portion of which may have been 
moveable at the pleasure of the people within the inclosure. 

" The islands in Loughtown Lake, Drumaleague Lough, and 
Lough Scur, were examined bv Mr. Leonard; and that in Lees- 

'd 
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borough Lake by Mr. Coe. More detailed examination shall be 
made, as opportunity offers, of the other islands mentioned in the 
list I have given, and also of any others that may be met with ; 
and it is probable that some antiquities may be found in some of 
them which will serve to throw more light on their probable age 
and uses. 

" Thomas J. Mulvany. 
" Beltcrbet, Jan. 9, 1852." 



\From Mb. John OTlahertt.] 

" Sthokestown, January 9, 1852. 

" My dear Sir, — By this night's coach I send you a box, con- 
taining all the articles of antiquity or curiosity that I have been 
able to collect myself, which were discovered at the artificial islands 
in this neighbourhood ; together with a large number of articles 
which have been lent to me by Miss Morton, John Devenish, Esq., 
Mrs. Devenish, and Dr. Conry, and which I have in your name 
promised shall be returned in the course of a short time. 

" I have attached to each article the name of the owner, and in 
red ink the place where the article was found. There is also a 
number on each article, corresponding with the numbers contained 
in the accompanying list. 

" In Ardekillan Lough there are four artificial islands ; in Cloon- 
finlough,two; inClonfree,two; in Lough Lea, three; and inDerreen 
Lough, one. I am also informed that there is one in Kilglass Lough, 
but I have not seen it. I shall, however, from time to time, as my 
duties will permit, visit these places, and get all such information 
as may prove interesting ; but I have been too busy up to the pre- 
sent time to do so. 

" I forward also a survey and section of the artificial island 
(through which we made a deep cut) at Ardekillan, which is by 
far the largest and most important of them all, and which will, I 
trust, be found satisfactory. I got a similar cut made through one 
of the Lough Lea islands, ninety feet long, and nine feet wide, but 
we met nothing worth mentioning, except plenty of all kinds of 
bones ; there were also evident traces of a large fire, as in the Arde- 
killan case. 

" In the collection forwarded you will find the few things got 
at Lough Lea. With regard to my own collection, I beg to hand 
them to you as a donation. 
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" I got a long box, 6 feet x 6'° x 6 in , hammered into the bank 
of the cut I made through Ardekillan, as I told you I would 5 and 
I have got the stratification into the box without being disturbed, 
and in great perfection, which I shall forward per canal boat. I 
forward also a large collection of bones and horns of elk, red deer, 
&c, old guns, swords, curious stones, &c, not got at the islands. 

" I have heard that the description given to the Royal Irish 
Academy as to the locality where the five gold rings were found 
which were discovered in the execution o£ the drainage works in 
this district, and presented by the Lord Lieutenant to the Academy, 
is incorrect. I beg you will set the matter right ; they were found 
in the demesne of Strokestown, in solid cutting, lying just between 
the grave] and turf, at a depth of six feet under the surface, in the 
townland of Vesnoy, near the ruins (marked and called on the Ord- 
nance Sheet) of ' Urney Church,' in the parish of Bumlin, barony 
and county of Roscommon. 

" I am, my dear Sir, yours truly, 

" (Signed), John O'Fi-aheety. 
" W. T. Mulvany, Esq." 



In order to show the value of collections of antiquities, when 
the articles are arranged according to the localities in which they 
have been found, I have had all those obtained on the Lower Bann 
River so arranged, keeping distinct the articles found at each shoal, 
as at Toome, Portglenone, and Portna, which were the great fords 
or passes across this river. And in reference to the first, Toome, 
— the bar or shoal over which Lough Neagh discharged itself into 
the Lower Bann, — it is to be observed, that the Annals of the Four 
Masters, at the years 1099, 1149, 1181, 1197, 1198, 1199, refer to 
occasions when this ford was used for the passage of large bodies 
of armed men. On some of these, it is not unreasonable to suppose 
that some of the articles found in the excavation, and now pre- 
sented to the Academy, were lost 

I find by the Academy's Proceedings on 29th November last, 
when Mr. D. Kelly read a paper as to the Artificial Islands near 
Strokestown, that both Dr. Petrie and Lord Enniskillen made re- 
marks identifying these islands with the crannogs of our Annais ; 
and I need scarcely say that the facts fully confirm this view of the 
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subject. But to prove what important aid the discovery of anti- 
quities, and a correct examination and record of the circumstances 
affecting their discovery, may furnish in the illustration of history 
and topography, I may, perhaps, without trespassing on the proper 
field of the antiquary, be permitted to make a few remarks. 

I find by the very cursory examination of the Annals of the 
Four Masters which I have had time to make, direct reference to 
these crannogs, from the year 1 150 to 1603, a period of 453 years. 

In reference to the crannogs found in the Strokestown district, 
county of Roscommon, referred to in Mr. D. Kelly's paper, and 
from which so many beautiful articles of antiquity are now pre- 
sented, I beg to say that the principal of these crannogs is Arde- 
killan, through the remains of which we have had a deep cut made, 
as shown on the accompanying plan and section, prepared by Mr. 
O'Flaherty, the resident engineer. 

At this crannog upwards of fifty tons of bones were found by 
the peasantry, and sold at the rate of 2s. per cwt., being purchased 
for the Dublin market. 

In reference to this very interesting place, I beg to call atten- 
tion to the following extracts from the Annals of the Four Masters : 

" A. D. 1368. Teige, son of Manus, son of Cathal, son of Dom- 
nall O'Connor, was treacherously taken prisoner by Rory, son of 
Turlough (i. e. the O'Connor), in his (Rory's) own fortress at Ar- 
danchoillin, after he had been brought thither by Cormac Mac 
Donough to O'Connor's house." 

" A. D. 1388. Domnall O'Connor made an incursion into Ma- 
chaire Connacht, and burned Ardanchoillin and the island, Lough 
Carrigan. Donnell Oge Mac Donnell (i. e. the constable of gallow- 
glasses) was slain in this incursion." 

" A. D. 1489. War was conjointly waged against O'Connor by 
Rory, son of Felim," &c. " They made a conjoint incursion against 
him into Ardanchoillan, where they struck and knocked down 
Cathal Roe O'Connor," &c. 

Dr. O'Donovan in his note identifies the Ardanchoillan here 
mentioned properly with the Ardakillen near Strokestown, but says 
no ruins (alluding to the "fortress" spoken of in 1368) are now 
to be seen here, except three earthen forts. The drainage of the 
lake has, however, now clearly exposed the " fortress" — the " cran- 
nog" — to view. There can be little doubt it is that shown in 
Mr. O'Flaherty's plan, and from which a large proportion of the 



li 

antiquities have been collected ; nor, considering the probability 
that this crannog was garrisoned and used for more than a hundred 
years, and perhaps frequently burned, need we wonder at the large 
amount of bones thrown out by the well-fed warriors, the great 
number of antiquities, or the evidences of fire so extensively exhi- 
bited in the cutting made through the remains of the crannog; 
whilst these matters all tend to confirm the truth and value of the 
Annals. 

But the matters of greatest interest in connexion with the cran- 
nogs is to ascertain the period of the first adoption of such modes 
of defence, as I suspect these crannogs existed long previous to 
1150, which is the earliest allusion to them that I have found as 
yet in the Annals ; and secondly, having now found them, and 
knowing their purpose, to make such diligent searches as shall lead 
to useful results, by the collection of many matters which would 
naturally be brought to these water forts as places of security, and 
which, being either lost there, or thrown into the water in the ex- 
tremities of siege, or drowned with their owners in the last strug- 
gles of a warlike life, would remain hidden in the depths until now. 
My only fears are, that in many instances they have been so deeply 
covered by marl and other deposits, as to escape our means of 
search. 

In that highly interesting part of ancient Breifny traversed by 
the Junction Canal, many of these islands, as adverted to, exist ; 
and we have not yet lowered the waters of some of the lakes men- 
tioned in the Annals — M'Gauran, for instance — at the year 1512. 

I have every reason to hope, from the attention called to this 
subject, and the instructions issued, we may still expect many inte- 
resting additions to our collection. 

In conclusion, I wish to state that the Commissioners of Public 
Works request that the articles collected under their instructions, 
and now presented, should be arranged and kept according to the 
localities in which they have been found. I trust I may not be 
misunderstood as resting any part of the argument in favour of a 
geographic or local arrangement upon the influence of a donor's 
request ; the object and interest which the Academy and the Com- 
missioners (who are mostly members of the Academy) have in this 
matter cannot be otherwise than common. 

I submit that a leading principle in arranging a museum of 
antiquities like ours should be, as far as possible, to obviate re- 
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peated reference to catalogues, at least as to information, which 
the arrangement itself may directly convey, even to the cursory 
observer ; whilst the mind of the more attentive and studious will, 
by an arrangement depending on recorded facts instead of theories, 
be led naturally to comparisons and scrutiny highly conducive to 
the advance of real knowledge. 

I am quite aware that the exact locality of a great many articles 
in the Museum is unknown, but of a very large proportion it is 
known ; whilst of much of the remainder at least the county where 
they were discovered is recorded. And if the principle of geogra- 
phic arrangement were once adopted with the articles whose loca- 
lities are known, I feel confident that it would be so valued by 
parties connected with the localities of the articles, as greatly to 
facilitate historic inquiries, and secure other contributions. 

Indeed, it has always appeared to me to be due to parties pre- 
senting antiquities, due to the localities, and to the persons inte- 
rested in them, either by ownership of lands where they were found, 
or by historic events connecting their ancestors therewith, that 
antiquities taken therefrom should be preserved in some public 
museum, where their safety and connexion with the locality should 
be guaranteed. I would suggest that the publication of such a 
resolution on the part of the Academy, with the allocation of a 
suitable space, arranged even in counties, and a distinct published 
record of donors, would, if there was a spark of national pride or 
genuine patriotism in the country, soon lead to presents and be- 
quests from various parties. 

I will not presume — I am not sufficiently informed — to enter 
into the vexed question of whether or not there are sufficient dis- 
tinctive characteristics to mark the different eras when weapons and 
utensils of stone were used, as compared with those of compounds 
of brass, those of iron, and other metals. But I will ask, what 
pleasure or instruction there would be in looking at interminable 
ranges of stone hatchets (I do not know what sound authority there 
is for designating them " Celts"), or of brazen swords, iron dirks, 
&c, and other matters of precisely the same classes ? Whilst, on 
the other hand, who can look at an arrangement of the articles 
found in any one locality, — as in the several shoals of the Shannon, 
in respect to which my friend, Colonel Jones, furnished informa- 
tion ; or those of Toome, Portglenone, and Portna, on the Bann 
River ; and the crannogs of Ardekillan and Cloonfinlough, which 
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I exhibit to-night, and have arranged temporarily, to illustrate this 
view, — who can regard these without intense interest, a desire to 
look deeper into the history of the locality, and an effort to compare 
the matters found in each with others of the same class, in other 
and perhaps very remote districts ? 

Take, for instance, a stone hatchet, or a flint arrow-head, — the 
natural and first questions are, where found? of what kind of stone 
made ? Is there any of the same description in the neighbourhood ? 
if not, how near ? And thus the inquiry goes on, until light is 
thrown, by comparison or investigation, on the history of the loca- 
lity, which it is probable it would never receive from the more 
general and so called scientific arrangement proposed. 

I propose to you the collection of data, the placing and record- 
ing of articles of antiquity, and the facts affecting them, with a 
stringent adherence to truth, precisely as the articles have been 
found, and the facts occurred. I submit that it is peculiarly the 
province of a great and learned body like the Academy to adopt 
this course, leaving it to individuals, on their personal responsibi- 
lity, to found on the facts recorded, and, if they please, to publish 
to the world, any theories or assumptions they think fit ; leaving it 
to the discovery and future publication of ancient manuscripts that 
may yet be found to alter views at present entertained, or to throw 
light on what may at present appear obscure, and leaving to pos- 
terity, unshackled by the authoritative decision of this Academy, 
the free powers to test by your faithful arrangement and true re- 
cords the numerous theories that may yet be raised as to the extra- 
ordinary and somewhat anomalous ancient history of this country. 



Articles collected by Richard A. Gray, Esq., District Engineer. 

From the River Boyne. 
4. Iron sword. From the townland of Moyfin, barony of Moyfenrath, 

county of Meath. 
6. Giesarm ; and 12, Short iron sword : found together. 5. Iron bat- 
tle-axe. Found on the gravel, under six feet of alluvium, near the old 
Castle of Donore. From the barony of Moyfenrath, county of Meath. 
19. Iron sword. Found on surface of bed of river, below Alder island. 
From the townland of Moyfeagher, barony of tune, county of Meath. 
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32 c. Iron sword. Found at junction of Rivers Blackwater and Boyne, 
two feet under the bed of the river, in gravel. From the townlands of 
Donore and Castlerickard, baronies of Upper and Lower Moyfenrath, 
county of Meath. 

10. Iron dirk. Found in bed of old course of River Boyne, half-a-mile 
from site of No. 11. From the townland of Annagh, barony of Upper 
Moyfenrath, county of Meath. 

17. Bronze armlet. Found in the new cutting at the junction of the 
Deel and Boyne Rivers, a quarter of a mile above Donore Castle. 
From the townland of Ballymahon, barony of Upper Moyfetfrath, 
county of Meath. 

25. Bronze spear-head. Found in the gravel, five feet under the surface, 
near Inchamore Bridge. From barony of Upper Moyfenrath, county 
of Meath. 

2. Iron sword. Found in alluvium, near Clonard Bridge. From the 
townland of Mulpedder, barony of Upper Moyfenrath, county of Meath. 

3. Iron sword, with brass handle. Found in the gravel in bottom of 
river, about one foot deep. From the townland of Tycroghan, barony 
of Upper Moyfenrath, county of Meath. 

26. Bronze spear-head. Found on surface of bottom of channel of the 
river, immediately above Stoneyford Bridge. From townland of Moy- 
fin, barony of Upper Moyfenrath, county of Meath. 

14. Bronze sword. 22 and 23. Bronze spear-heads. 18. Bronze horse 
gear. 21. Iron spear-head. 9. Iron dirk. From the townland of 
Moyfin, barony of Upper Moyfenrath, county of Meath. 

15. Bone dagger. Found on hard blue clay, in bed of river, four feet 
under sand. From townland of Ballyonan, barony of Carbury, county 
of Kildare. 

16. Bronze sword. Found in the cutting for the new course of the river, 
on hard gravel, and five feet under alluvium. From townland of 
Rahin, barony of Carbury, county of Kildare. 

28. Iron arrow-head. Found in a bog, about four feet deep, j ust above 
Ballyboggin Bridge, on River Boyne. From the townland of Rus- 
selswood, barony of Carbury, county of Kildare. 

11. Short sword. Found on bottom of a deep hole in the old course of 
the river. From the townland of Russelswood, barony of Carbury, 
county of Kildare. 

32 b. Skull of black bear. Found in new cutting for channel of the 
Boyne, above Leinster Bridge, about four feet under the surface. 
From the townland of Kilrathmurry, barony of Carbury, county of 
Kildare. 
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From the River Deel. 

1. Two-edged iron sword. Found near Anadruse Bridge. From the 
townland of Derrymore, barony of Farbill, county of Westmeath. 
20. Plated brass pin. Found near No. 1. 

29. Bronze spear-head. Found under eighteen inches of hard gravel in 
Killyon demesne. From townland of Killyon, barony of Upper Moy- 
fenrath, county of Meath. 

30. Bronze spear-head. Found in bog, on the gravel, Ave feet below the 
surface, in side-cutting the river. From the townland of Joristown 
Lower, barony of Farbill, county of Westmeath. 

8. Two-edged iron sword. Found imbedded in bog, about half-a-mile 
from Anadruse Bridge. From the townland of Ballinlig, barony of 
Farbill, county of Westmeath. 

31. Iron javelin-head. 60. Iron dagger, with bone mounting of handle. 
61. Long iron skein. 62. Short iron skein. 63. Broad iron knife. 
64 and 65. Iron knives. 66. Iron spear-head. Found in pond at 
Killyon, close to old churchyard, near River Deel. From townland 
of Killyon, barony of Upper Moyfenrath, county of Meath. 

From the Clonard River. 

7. Iron sword. Found five feet under surface of sand in the channel of 

the river. From the townland of Mulpedder, barony of Moyfenrath, 

county of Meath. 
24. Iron spear-head. Found in sand, four feet under surface of bottom 

of river, near Kinnegad Bridge. From townland of Kinnegad, barony 

of Farbill, county of Westmeath. 
13. Large iron key. Found on lands of Kilrathmurry, near Clonard, 

barony of Carbury, county of Kildare. 

From the Little Boyne. 

32. Iron sword. From the townland of Kinnefad, barony of Warrens- 
town, King's County. 

27. Iron spear -head. Found in excavating new channel. From the town- 
land of Kinnefad, barony of Warrenstown, King's County. 

32 a. Bronze bridle-bit. Found at Kinnefad Bridge. From the town- 
land of Kinnefad, barony of Warrenstown, King's County. 
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Articles presented from the private Collection of Richard A. Gray, 

Esq., C. E. 

33. Bronze dagger. Found near Carrick-on-Shannon, in parish of Kil- 
lucan, county of Roscommon. 

34. Bronze sword. Found at Carrick-on-Shannon, county of Leitrim. 

35. Bronze sword. Found near Ardcarney Church, barony of Boyle, 
county of Roscommon. 

36. Bronze sword ; and 39. Large bronze spear-head. Said to have 
been found at Coote Hall shoal, on Boyle Water. From the barony 
of Boyle, county of Roscommon. 

37. Large bronze sword. Said to have been found at Tumna, on Boyle 
Water, barony of Boyle, county of Roscommon. 

38. Iron spear-head. Found in bed of a stream in the parish of Rillucan, 
townland of Mullaghmore, county of Roscommon. 

4-0. Bronze spear-head. Found at Corryolish, parish of Kiltoghast, 

county of Leitrim. 
41. Iron spear-head. 42. Bronze spear. head. 43. Bronze tube, with 

wood in it. 44. Large bronze tube. Found at Carrick-on-Shannon, 

county of Leitrim. 
45-48. Four bronze celts. Locality unknown. 
49 and 50. Two bronze celts. Found at Galway. 
51-53, 58, and 59. Five bronze pins. Locality unknown. 
54-57. Four brass buckles. Locality unknown. 



Articles collected by William Frazer, Esq., M. R. I. A., District 

Engineer. 

From Drainage District of Castlebernard, King's County. 

1 & 2. Two iron axes. 3 & 4. Two iron spear-heads. 5. Iron hook. 

Found in old course of River Camcor, near the town of Birr. From 

the townland of Syngefield. 
6. Portion of blade of small iron sword. 1. Iron horse-shoe. Found 

in alluvium six feet under surface. From the townland of Clonbrone. 
8. Human skull. Found four feet under surface in sandy clay. From 

the townland of Ballyduff. 
10. Iron skein. Found in Pass Stream, a tributary to Camcor. 
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1 1 . Large iron spear-head. 12. Pan. 13. Eight silver coins, viz., three 
of Charles I. ; two of Elizabeth, and three defaced. 15. Iron mount- 
ing for wooden spade. 16. Iron basket-hilt of sword. Found near 
Kiltubrid Castle. 17- Wooden beetle. 18. Wooden oar-blade or 
paddle. Found at the island, five and a half feet under surface, be- 
neath the old drawbridge at Kiltubrid Castle. 

14. Two ornamented bronze brooches. From Droughtville. 

From Drainage District of Borris-in-Ossory. 

1-4. Four bronze swords. 5 and 7. Two iron spear-heads. 6 and 8. 
Two short iron swords. 13, 14, 15. Three human skulls. Found in 
bed of River Nore. 
9. Iron skein (imperfect). 10. Human skull. Found in bed of River 
Nore, three feet under surface of peat, near the town of Borris-in- 
Ossory. 

11. Iron spear-head. 12. Iron helmet. Found three feet under the sur- 
face in bed of River Nore, From the townland of Clashnamuck. 

16. Iron spear-head. Found in bed of River Nore, under bridge near 
Borris-in- Ossory . 

17. Large bronze ring. From townland of Tinderry, barony of Eliogarty, 
and county of Tipperary. 

From Drainage District of Templemore, River Suir, Co. of Tipperary. 

1. Iron skein. Found in bed of river above Knocknagera Bridge, ba- 
rony of Eliogarty. 

2. Small iron skein. Found in gravel three feet under surface. From 
the townland of Penane, barony of Eliogarty. 

3. Stone celt. Found ten chains above Knocknageera Bridge, in clay 
and gravel, four and a half feet under surface. 

4. Iron basket -hilted sword. Found in loamy clay three feet under sur- 
face. From townland of Aughall. 

5. Seven half-crown pieces, one crown-piece, one shilling, and one six- 
pence, cannon money of James II. ; one halfpenny, Charles II. ; a six- 
pence of William III. Found in limestone quarry at Loughmore, 
below Templemore. 

6. Glass bottle. Found near Carrigahorrig. 

7. Brass medal of St. Dominick. Found in ruins of Greyfort Castle, 
near Borrisokane. 
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Articles collected by P. J. Klasen, Esq., District Engineer. 
From the Brusna River. 

1. Pig's skull. Found three feet under bed of river above Ballycumber 
bridge, barony of Garryeastle. 

4. Large stone celt. Found four feet under the surface in new cut for 
the river near Clara. 

1 1. Human skull and leg bones. Found near Ferbane in a gravel bank at 
side of the river. 

12. Portion of the skull of a deer. Found in bank of river near Bally- 
cumber Bridge. 

13. Iron dagger with wooden handle, inlaid with lead. Found in Kincor 
mill-race, near Ferbane. 

15. Blade of iron sword. Found in bed of river at Coole Castle. 

17. Bronze spear-head. 18. Bronze brooch. Found in old bed of Brusna, 
opposite ruins of old Abbey of Wheery. 

2. A skull. Found on surface at junction of the Boor River and Shan- 
non, county of Westmeath. 

3. A skull. Found three feet below land at Springfield, barony of Gease- 
hill, King's County. 

5. A small stone celt. Found in the Blackwater, about three and a half 
feet under river bed. From Derryholmes district, King's county. 

10. Large bone. Found under Blackwater Bridge, the remainder of the 
skeleton, being under the foundation, could not be removed. From 
the townland of Cloghalbeg, King's County. 

14. Bone spear-head. Found four feet under the surface of land inBal- 
lyboughlan River. From barony of Kilcoursey, King's County. 

16. Human skull. Found four feet under surface near Ballycumber. 
From Barony of Garryeastle, King's County. 

19. Seventeen leaden bullets; a leaden weight for end of handle of whip; 
an iron square spear-head or spike. 20. Part of human skull, found 
in the artificial island in Cloonfinlough, barony of Garryeastle, King's 
County. 

Articles collected by Samcel U. Roberts, Esq., District Engineer, 
from the River Corrib, County of the Town of Galway. 

2. Iron spear-head. 3. Modern light cavalry sword. 4. Ancient iron 
sword-blade. 5. Iron battle-axe. 11. Iron javelin-head. 14. Fifty 
copper coins, mostly defaced. Found in the bed of river at Galway. 
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6. Bronze dagger. 12. A stone bullet or ball. Found in bed of river 
at Newcastle shoal. 

7. Six stone celts. Found in excavating the ancient ford at Menlough. 
9 & 10. Two iron cannon balls. Found in bed of the river near the sal- 
mon weir, Galway. 

13. Hilt of modern heavy cavalry sword. Found in bed of river of the 
new bridge, Galway. 



Articles collected by Samcel U. Eoberts, Esq., and forwarded by 
Kobeet Manning, Esq., District Engineer. 

From the River Glyde Drainage District, County of Louth. 

1. Bronze spear-head. 2. Iron sword. 3. Bronze sword. Found in 
the year 1847, about three feet under gravel deposit in bed of the ri- 
ver, about 1100 yards in south-east direction from Derrycrammagh 
ford. 

From the Ardee District, County of Louth. 

6. Left-handed pistol. 7. Long horse-pistol. 8. Basket-hilted sword. 
Found in the mill-pond near Dawson's Bridge. 

5. Human skull. 9 and 10. Two long rapiers. Found in 1845 in bed 
of River Dee, about four perches above Burley Bridge ; and with them 
a portion of a saddle, and some bones and shoes of a horse. 
11 & 12. Two iron pike-heads. 1 3. Portion of sword sheath. 14. Frag- 
ments of an iron chain. 15. Iron battle-axe. 16. Quern. Found in 
bed of River Dee, townland of Ballygowan and Richardstown. 



Articles collected by Thomas J. Mulvany, Esq., District Engineer, 
from the Battinamore and BallyconneU District. 

27. A glass bottle. Found in sinking bed of Woodford River at Drum- 
meltagh shoal, county of Fermanagh. 

6. Bronze cup. Found in river between Lough Marrave and Lough 
Scur, county of Leitrim. 

7. Three silver coins of the reigns of Edward I. or II., and III. Found 
in crannog in St. John's Lough, county of Leitrim. 

8. Bronze pin. 9. Short bronze sword. Found at Ballyduff Bridge, 
near St. John's Lough. 
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10. Short bronze dagger. Found at Creevy, near Ballinamore, county 
of Leitrim. 

11. Bronze spear-head. 12. Bronze hatchet. Found at Ardrum, near 
Ballinamore, county of Leitrim. 

13. Ornamental brooch. Found at Cormeen, near Ballyheady bridge, 
county of Cavan. 

25. Royal arms of Spain on large plate of cast iron. Found in bed of 
Woodford River, between Ballyconnell and Ballyheady, county of 
Cavan. 

22. Stone celt. Found at Drumraine, near Ballinamore, county of Lei- 
trim. 

Two casks of bones. 28 and 29. Two pair of quern-stones. Found 

in crannogs in Lough Scur, and in Drumaleague Lough, county of 
Leitrim. 
4. Portion of antlers of elk. Found at Ballyconnell, county of Cavan. 

26. Model of portion of oak frame, one-fourth of original size. Found in 
crannog in Lough Scur, county of Leitrim. 

From Loughs Ougkterand Gowna, and River Erne District, County of 

Cavan. 

4. Bronze dagger. Found at Butler's Bridge, barony of Upper Loughtee. 
15. Bronze celt. Found at Bessbrook, barony of Lower Loughtee. 
16 & 17. Two bronze celts. Found at Derrindrehid, barony of Tully- 
hunco. 

18. Bronzesword. Found at Urney, barony of Upper and Lower Loughtee. 
23 & 24. Two stone celts. Found at Killeshandra. 

From the Minn and Blackriver and Eslin Districts, Co. of Leitrim. 

1. Elk's head, with lower portion of antlers complete. Found at Cloone. 

19. Bronze spear-head. Found at Rinn. 

20. Bronze short sword. Found at Clooncumbur, on the Blackriver. 

2. Elk's head. Found at Kilnagross, barony of Mohill, county of Lei- 
trim. 

From Leesborough District. 

3. Portions of skeleton of elk. Found in barony of Dartree, county of 
Monaghan. 
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From Dungolman District. 

5. Iron two-edged sword. Found near Baskin Bridge, townland of Dun- 
golman, barony of Kilkenny West and Rathconrath, county of West- 

meath. 

From Killimor District. 

21. Bronze celt. Found at Killimor, barony of Longford, county of 
Galway. Presented by Martin Farrell, Esq., C. E. 



Articles collected by John O'Flahekty, Esq., Resident Engineer, 
from the Drainage District of Strolcestown, Co. Roscommon. 

1. Bronze pin, with ring. Found in the townland of Clooneenhartland, 
barony of Ballintober North. 

2. Small brass bowl. 3. Iron bill-hook. 4. Long iron spear-head. 5. 
Iron shears. 6. Large tooth. 7. Portion of hone-stone. 8. Bronze 
pin, with ornamented head and ring. 9. Bronze pin, with ring. 10. 
Small bronze pin, with perforated head. 11. Small bronze pin and 
piece of thick wire. 12. Bone needle and pin. Found in the cran- 
nog in Cloonfinlough, barony of Roscommon. 

13. Large ornamented bronze pin, with ring. 14. Bronze pin, with 
solid ornamented head. 15-19. Five small bronze pins. 20. Bronze 
or brass harp pin. 21. Bronze hook. 22 and 23. Two bone needles. 
24 and 25. Bone spears. 26. Large tooth. 27. Spud of deer's horn. 
28. Piece of hone-stone. 29. Piece of stone ring. 30. Small piece of 
round stick. 31. Small silver ornament. 32. Iron hatchet and han- 
dle. 33. Iron gouge. 34. Iron knife-blade. 35. Part of iron hinge, 
and large spike nail. 36. Wooden hoop. 37. Parcel containing por- 
tion of wooden hoop ; ashes of different kinds ; a fragment of cinerary 
urn; bones and teeth of animals; old iron nails; knife-blades, &c. 
110. Wooden scoop. Found in the crannog of Ardakillen Lough, 
barony of Roscommon. 

38. White bronze or brass brooch. Found in the crannog at upper end 
of Ardakillen Lough, barony of Roscommon. 

39. Piece of circular grindstone. 40. Block of flint. 41. Old iron key. 
42 and 43. Portions of blades of iroii swords. 44. Piece of bone 
spike. Found in the crannog of Lough Lea, barony of Roscommon. 
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46. A pair of modern stirrup-irons. 46. An iron hatchet-head. Found 
in crannog in Derreen Lough, barony of Roscommon. 

47. Iron bill-hook. Found in six feet of solid cutting, in the townland of 
Tuam, barony of Ballintober South. 

111. Bronze celt. Found in the bed of the river, above Bunnamuckagh 
Bridge, parish of Cloonfinlough, in 1849. 

112. Iron sword. Found in the bed of the old river, five feet under sur- 
face, in bog in the townland of Clooncahormaher. 

113. Barrel of a matchlock. 116. Round stone. Found in bed of old 
river, about six feet under bottom, below Sallowford. 

114. Box containing section of strata. From the crannog in Ardakillen 
Lough. 

1 15. Round stone. Found in hard limestone gravel, between eight and 
nine feet under the surface, in the townland of Corraslira. 

3. Elk's head, horns, and several bones. Found in solid bank, seven 
feet under surface, in townland of Bumlin. 

4. Part of horn of elk. 5. Head and horns of red deer. Found about 
seven and a half feet under surface, when deepening and widening the 
new cut for the river. From the townlands of Ballymore and Bal- 
Iinafad. 

7. Deer's horns and bones. Found in the strand at mouth of Cloonfree 
Lough, when the water was lowered. 

8. Deer's horns. Found in old river, at mouth of Lough Flaskey. 

9. Deer's horns. Found when deepening the old river at Foxborough. 
12. Deer's horns. Found in Ardakillen Lough. 



Articles collected by George Tarrant, Esq., District Engineer,from 
the Drainage Districts of Dunmore and Monivea, Co. Galway. 

2. Bronze spear-head. Found about one foot under the bed of River 

Clare, in gravel, in the townland of Pollaconagune, barony of Dun- 

more. 
5. Bronze dagger. Found about four feet under surface, in clay and 

gravel, in the townland of Kilcloughans. 
8. Long piece of soft stone, carefully shaped. Found about eight feet 

under surface, in gravel under peat, in excavating a minor drain from 

Lough-a-Claureen to River Clare. 
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9. A portion of a stone similar to No. 8. 11. Stone celt. Pound in 
the gravel, about two feet under the alluvial soil, when excavating the 
tap drain, townland of Gardenfield. 

12. Human skull. Found two feet under surface of the cut from Lough 
a-Claureen. 

13. Bronze javelin-head. Found resting on limestone gravel, under four 
feet of alluvial deposit. 14. Bronze spear-head. 15 and 16. Por- 
tions of blades of bronze swords. Found resting on limestone gravel, 
under three feet of alluvial deposit. 17. Half-crown of James II., 
cannon money. Pound resting on limestone gravel, under two feet of 
deposit. From Brooklodge demesne, near Knockmoy. 

1, 7, 19, and 20. Antlers. Found eight feet under the surface, in black 
peat, townland of Pollaconagune, barony of Dunmore. 

3. Antler. Found eight feet under the surface of black peat, at Garden- 
field, barony of Dunmore. 

4. Antler. Found about four feet under the surface, adjacent to River 
Clare, in alluvium in the townland of Lehid. 

6. Antler. Found about six feet under surface, and resting on marl and 

clay, in the townland of Ballygaddy. 
18. Antler. Found under three feet of alluvial deposit, within a quarter 
of a mile of the old Abbey of Knockmoy, in the townland of Liss, ba- 
rony of Tiaquin. 



Articles collected by Frederick Barry, Esq., District Engineer, in the 
Drainage District of Lough Mask and River Robe, County of 
Mayo. 

1. Iron war hatchet and handle, and small iron spear. 2. Bronze fittings 
of small bridle-bit. Found in the mud, two feet under the bed of the 
River Robe, near Robe Abbey. 



Articles collected by Charles S. Ottley, Esq., M. R. I. A., District 
Engineer, from Toome Bar, the ancient ford between the Counties of 
Derry and Antrim, at the outlet of Lough Neagh by the Lower Bann 
River. 

1. Small iron knife-blade and handle. 2 and 3. Two-handed iron sword 
blades. 4. Iron sword with pommel. 5, 6, and 7. Three iron skein 
blades. Found in from one to three feet buried in the sand of the 
Bar. 

e 
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8 & 9. Iron reaping-hook, and blade of sword, with brass guard. Found 
lying beside each other, about three feet under the surface of Bar, 
about midway across the ford. 

10. Bronze spear-head. 11, 12, 13, IS, 16, 17, and 18. Seven bronze 
swords, of different sizes and patterns. 1 4, 1 9, 20, and 2 1 . Four bronze 
daggers. Found scattered over the hard bottom of the Bar, at a depth 
of from one to three feet under the surface of the sand, and mostly 
adjacent to the ruins of the old Castle of Toome on the Antrim shore. 

22. Piece of bronze tubing. 23. Stone celt. 24 and 25. Two bronze 
celts. 26. Petrifaction resembling a cow's horn. Found in excava- 
tion in Toome Bar, Antrim side, near Toome Castle, and about three 
feet under the surface. 

27. Fifteen flint knives, found with several others in one mass, on the old 
hard gravel bed of the river, not far from Toome Castle, on the county 
of Antrim side. 

45. An iron three-legged pot. 46. A pot, partly composed of brass and 
iron plates. Found in the River Bann, just below Toome Bar, four 
or five feet under the surface. 

47. Six pieces of petrified wood. Found in Toome Bar, five feet under 
the surface. 

From the Shoal at Portglenone, between the Counties of Deny and An- 
trim. 

28. Iron bayonet. 29. Iron basket-hilted sword, with names on hilt. 

30. Iron pike-head. Found buried in the bank in cutting off bend of Ri- 
ver Bann, on the Derry shore, and supposed to be traces of Rebellion 
in 1798. 

31. Four flint knives. Found with others, deep in bed of River Bann, at 
Portglenone. 

32. Two flint arrow-heads. Found in excavating for the foundations of 
Portglenone new bridge. 

From the Shoal at Portna. 

34. Two bronze brooches and ring. Found buried in the clay a short 
way under the surface, on the Antrim bank of the Portna rapids. 

33. Bronze hatchet. 35. Bronze dagger. 36, 37, 38, and 39. Stone 
hammers, with perforations in them for handles. 40, 41, and 42. Stone 
celts. 43. Two flint knives. From the excavations of Portna shoall, 
in the gravel bed of the river, from one to three feet deep under sur- 
face, on the Antrim side. 
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From the River Black-water. 



44. Small brass pot, with three iron legs and handle. Found twelve feet 
under surface of ground in new cut for River Blackwater, just below 
junction of Ulster Canal near Charlemont Fort. 



Articles collected by John W. Kelly, Esq., District Engineer, from 
the Drainage District of the River Quinn, County of Clare. 

1 - Bronze spear-head. Found in the bed of the river, under two and a 
half feet of clay, 200 perches east of Danganbrack Castle. 

2. Spur. Found in bed of a small stream, under about three feet of lime- 
stone gravel, 260 yards north of Dangan Castle. 



Articles collected by Joseph Coneys, Esq., District Engineer, from 
the Drainage District of the River Comoge, County of Limerick. 

1. A bronze celt. Found in excavating through the shoal in the river 
near Fedamore, between Glenogra and Sixmilebridge. 

2. Bronze celt. 3. Bronze spear-head. Locality unknown. 
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Synopsis of the several Collections of Antiquities, 4ra, made by the Dis- 
trict Engineers, presented to the Museum of the Koyal Ieish Aca- 
demy by W. T. Mulvany, Esq., on the part of the Commissioners 

OP THE BOABD OF WORKS IN IRELAND. 

No. of Lots. 
Collected by Richard A. Gray, Esq., including donation of 

25 articles from private collection, ... 69 

William Fraser, Esq. 63 

P. J. Klasen, Esq., 16 

Samuel U. Roberts, Esq., 16 

Do., forwarded by Robert Manning, Esq., 17 

Thomas J. Mulvany, Esq 33 

John O'Flaherty, Esq., and donation,* ... 61 

George Tarrant, Esq 20 

Frederick Barry, Esq 3 

Charles S. Ottley, Esq., 74 

John W. Kelly, Esq., 2 

Joseph Coneys, Esq., . 3 

Total presented, . . 377 
* Included in the list, p. lxi. 



Besides the Articles presented and described in the several Lists, 
Mr. Mulvany exhibited several Collections of Antiquities, borrowed 
by Mb. John O'Flaherty from Mrs. Devenish, Mr. Devenish, Miss 
Morton, and Dr. Conry. These consisted altogether of sixty-one 
articles, said to have been found in the crannogs in the lakes near 
Strokestown. 



